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~  P R E S S  R E L E A S E  ~  
 

July 12, 2019 ~ Juneau, Alaska 

The New JACC Gratefully Accepts 

 Donated Original Edition of The Wizard of Oz 

In Honor of Kathy Kolkhorst Ruddy 

 

The Partnership, Inc., the non-profit which exists for the purpose of raising the funds to 

build the New Juneau Arts & Culture Center (JACC), is delighted to share news of a unique 

and very valuable gift: an original edition of The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum.  This 

once-in-a-lifetime donation comes from the daughter of longtime patron, advocate, and arts 

supporter, Kathy Kolkhorst Ruddy.  Ruddy gave this precious book to her daughter Anne 

Ruddy Speichinger on her 18th birthday, who has now generously given it to the Partnership 

to help make the New JACC a reality and to honor her mother’s many contributions to the 

quality of life in Juneau.   
 

Kathy Kolkhorst Ruddy moved to Juneau in 1977 and was married to the late Bill Ruddy.  

Both practiced law in Juneau for many years, and Kathy was also a civic leader who held 

many important positions in Alaska’s Capital City, serving as President of the Juneau 

Chamber of Commerce, co-founding Juneau Jazz & Classics, and chairing many arts 

organizations’ boards of directors.  Kathy’s passion for the arts continues today; she has 
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been a key supporter of the New JACC from the beginning, firmly believing in the 

important benefits this facility will provide future generations of Juneau residents.  Kathy 

Kolkhorst Ruddy passed her love for and commitment to the arts to the next generation, as 

evidenced by her daughter Anna’s amazing gift. 

 

The Partnership’s fundraising campaign for the New JACC will bring in roughly equal 

shares from several different sectors: individuals and small businesses, corporations, 

foundations, and government.  Contributions from individuals have been especially robust, 

with over 500 individual donors, 111 of whom have given amounts of $10,000 or greater.    

The gift of the original edition of The Wizard of Oz continues this trend, and underscores 

the incredible momentum involved in this community-wide effort to build the New JACC. 

 

Nancy DeCherney, Executive Director of the Juneau Arts & Humanities Council, said, “I 

think it’s safe to say that we’re not in Kansas anymore!  This tremendous gift will be 

carefully assessed as we decide how best to use it to provide the greatest level of support 

for the New JACC at this critical time.  Kathy’s love for the arts and Juneau is shining on 

us all right now like the glow from the Emerald City.” 
 

For more information about the New JACC and to learn how to help move the project 

forward, please visit www.newjacc.org or call 586-2524. 
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